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Objectives of workshop

• To enhance teachers’ knowledge and understanding of the basic concepts of Artificial

Intelligence (AI) in relevance to English Language learning at the primary level;

• To explore effective AI tools and strategies that can be adopted in primary English reading

and writing activities while promoting self-directed learning;

• To provide insights on how to integrate AI into the reading and writing curriculum through

holistic planning;

• To raise teachers’ awareness of and provide solutions to address the limitations of and

concerns about the use of AI (e.g. aspects of media and information literacy); and

• To enhance teachers’ capacity in integrating AI into the design of learning, teaching and

assessment activities to promote self-directed learning and enhance students’ reading

and writing skills.



1. Introduction



What is Artificial Intelligence (AI)?
• Artificial intelligence (AI) is the ability of a digital computer or computer-

controlled robot to perform tasks commonly associated with intelligent
beings.

• Artificial Intelligence (AI) is good at helping people solve routine
challenges. A dominant technique in developing effective AI is Machine
Learning (ML). ML is used to develop AI by getting computers to do
something without being programmed with super-specific rules. ML can
help machines recognise patterns and adjust to unique situations, like
providing translation services in a variety of languages.

Sources:
(1) https://www.britannica.com/technology/artificial-intelligence
(2) https://aied.talic.hku.hk/teaching-and-learning/terminologies/

https://www.britannica.com/technology/artificial-intelligence
https://aied.talic.hku.hk/teaching-and-learning/terminologies/


What is Artificial Intelligence (AI)?

• Artificial intelligence (AI) is one of the systems that makes the 
computer and machine respond like human intelligence (Dodiya and 
Shah (2021) cited in Saha, et al. (2025)).

• AI can aid education by automating skilled administrative tasks to 
allow teachers more time to teach and engage with students in 
personalised ways, augmenting rather than replacing human-led 
teaching (Milberg, 2024). 



Differences between AI and GEN-AI

AI GEN-AI
AI refers to the broader field of creating machines that can 

perform tasks that typically require human intelligence. This 

includes:

Analysing data to recognise patterns

Making decisions based on that data

Learning from experiences to improve over time

Generative AI is a subset of AI focused on creating new 

content. It uses patterns learnt from existing data to 

generate:

Text (like writing articles or stories)

Images (like creating artwork or realistic photos)

Audio (like composing music)

Videos and even 3D models

Scope: AI is a broad field that includes various types of intelligence and applications, while Generative AI specifically 

focuses on creating new content.

Function: Traditional AI analyses and interprets existing data, whereas Generative AI generates new data from learnt 

patterns.

Sources: 
https://www.coursera.org/articles/ai-vs-generative-ai
https://www.digital-adoption.com/ai-vs-generative-ai/

https://www.coursera.org/articles/ai-vs-generative-ai
https://www.digital-adoption.com/ai-vs-generative-ai/


AI in education
According to Pokrivcakova (2019, pp.140-143), AI has a potential to make digital 
language learning truly personalised to each learner. Here are some common forms 
of application of AI in language education:

a) Generating personalised learning materials

b) Using machine translation tools

c) Utilising AI writing assistants

d) Conversing with chatbots

e) Applying AI-powered language learning software

f) Relying on intelligent tutoring systems (ITS)



Pointers from EDB

3.2.3 Promoting e-Learning and Information Literacy

Schools are encouraged to enhance students’ learning
experiences through making effective use of IT to
enhance collaboration and interaction inside and
outside the classroom, build learning networks, and
promote self-directed learning.

4.2.5 Adopting e-Learning in the English Language 
Education Classroom

e-Learning refers to an open and flexible learning mode
involving the use of the electronic media, including the use
of digital resources and communication tools to achieve the
learning objectives. In the context of the English Language
Education KLA, e-learning not only fosters purposeful
communication and interaction among students and
between students and teachers, but also contributes to
effective learning and teaching.

Yet, lesson time on developing 

students’ language skills should 

not be sacrificed due to the use of 

AI tools.



Pointers from EDB

Media and information literacy

Students should be guided to identify bias and
stereotypes, evaluate, extract, organise and
synthesise ideas and use information ethically.



According to the “Information Literacy for Hong Kong Students” Learning 
Framework (Updated Version), there are nine literacy areas in developing students’ 
knowledge, skills and attitudes:

1. Use, provide and communicate information effectively, ethically and responsibly

2. Identify and define a need for information

3. Locate and access relevant information

4. Evaluate information, media content and information sources/providers

5. Extract and organise information, create and present new ideas

6. Apply IT skills to process information and produce user-generated content, and adopt a reflective
mindset when sharing information

7. Recognise the roles and functions of information providers in society

8. Recognise the conditions under which reliable information could be obtained

9. Recognise the ethical issues arising from the application of emerging and advanced information
technologies

Source: EDB "Information Literacy for Hong Kong Students" Learning Framework (2024) 

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-secondary/it-in-
edu/Information-Literacy/il-index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/edu-system/primary-secondary/applicable-to-primary-secondary/it-in-edu/Information-Literacy/il-index.html


2. Using AI tools and 

strategies to promote self-

directed learning/ 

independent learning



AI as a companion in the learning process: 
- AI as a reading buddy

• Besides using the e-book, AI-powered tools can be used to do read-
aloud practice with students.



AI as a companion in the learning process: 
- AI as an interlocutor

• Select a story character whom students are familiar with

e.g. Red-Riding Hood

• Invite students to set questions with the teacher for an upcoming 
interview with this character 

Prompt given to the Chatbot



AI as a companion in the learning process:
- AI as a motivator (to motivate students to read)



Possible activities to do:

- A fun fact a day
- Read aloud
- Silent independent reading
- Warmers
- …



Gentle reminders:

- Select fun facts that young learners would find fun
- Use fun facts that are culturally relevant to our young learners
- Replace those that are too cognitively/ linguistically demanding



Self-regulation features in AI tools

An example – Doing a writing task in a P3 classroom

1. Promote self-/ peer- evaluation

2. Develop a proofreading habit



• Teachers’ capacity can be enhanced with the effective use of AI tools:

Help teachers develop assessment rubrics

Facilitate self regulation among learners 

Make adaptation to the form to design self- or peer- evaluation sheets



Story Writing Rubric: 

Comic Book Narrative

Scoring Guide:

Total Possible Points: 20 

18-20 Points: Exceptional 

15-17 Points: Proficient 

12-14 Points: Developing 

0-11 Points: Emerging 

- Use AI-Powered tools 
to design specific 
writing rubrics

- For teachers – to assess 
students’ work

- For students – to 
exercise self-
assessment/ peer-
evaluation 

Some metalanguage may be too hard for young learners -Need to 
make adaptations using our professional judgement



Self-regulation features in AI tools

• Encourage students to develop a proofreading habit

Using AI-powered tools to proofread written work



Self-regulation features in AI tools

Reminder

Teachers / parents should provide guidance to students when they are interacting with Al chatbots: Al
chatbots may set a minimum age for users and require students under a specified age to obtain parent
or guardian's permission before use. Teachers / parents may prompt Al chatbots to provide age-
appropriate responses to reduce the chance of children being exposed to inappropriate content.

Source: 10 TIPS for Users of Al Chatbots
香港個人資料私隱專員公署
Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data, Hong Kong
https://www.pcpd.org.hk/english/resources_centre/publications/files/ai_chatbot_leaflet.pdf

https://www.pcpd.org.hk/english/resources_centre/publications/files/ai_chatbot_leaflet.pdf


3. Using AI tools and 

strategies to enhance 

motivation and engagement 

in reading and writing 

activities



Using AI tools and strategies to enhance motivation and engagement in 
reading and writing activities

3.1 Using Magic School (Exemplar & Non-Exemplar) to enhance semantic 
knowledge 

3.2 Using TTSMP3 to enhance phonemic awareness/ enhance spelling accuracy

3.3 Using Canva to enhance multimodal literacy

3.4 Using Copilot to set reading comprehension questions on particular reading 
skills/ adjust level of difficulty of reading texts to cater for learner diversity 

3.5 Using Magic School to help students generate writing ideas

3.6 Using Book Creator to exercise shared writing



3.1 
Using Magic School (Exemplar & Non-Exemplar) to enhance semantic 
knowledge
• Vocabulary development is closely related to general linguistic competence and to reading comprehension. 

It is the building block of literacy development.

• Use the Frayer Model to teach and learn vocabulary

e.g. Countable nouns - Food

Definition

Countable nouns are nouns that refer to 
things that can be counted as individual 
units. They have both singular and plural 
forms.

Characteristics (with picture illustration if 
possible)

Food items that can be counted. They 
usually end with the suffix –s or –es.

Examples Non-examples



The Frayer Model

Definition

Countable nouns are nouns that refer to 
things that can be counted as individual units. 
They have both singular and plural forms.

Characteristics (with picture illustration if 
possible)

Food items that can be counted. They usually 
end with the suffix –s or –es.

Examples

apple, banana, sandwich, cookie, carrot

Non-examples

fruit, bread, juice, chicken, soup



3.1 
Using Magic School (Exemplar & Non-Exemplar) to enhance 
semantic knowledge - IMPLICATIONS

• Pre-writing task – provide vocabulary input to learners

• Use AI-powered tools in lessons to enrich input delivery – with 
teacher supervision

• Brainstorm ideas WITH students  

• Differentiate countable nouns from uncountable nouns to enhance 
grammatical accuracy 

Use plural suffixes –s and –es

Use quantifiers 



3.2
Using TTSMP3 to enhance phonemic awareness/ 
enhance spelling accuracy

• Help students identify letter-sound relationship to enhance 
spelling accuracy

• Use ‘non-sense’ words to raise awareness of letter-sound 
relationship



• Check the pronunciation of the following words:

*Furit/ Fruit

*mik/ milk

*sandwish/ sandwich

*bananana/banana

*stawberries/ strawberries



3.2
Using TTSMP3 to enhance phonemic awareness/ 
enhance spelling accuracy - IMPLICATIONS

• Encourage students to identify the letter-sound relationship

• Different spelling  Different pronunciation

• Dictionary is not the only tool to check spelling.

• Improve spelling accuracy



3.3
Using Canva to enhance multimodal literacy

• Introduce multi-modal texts to students

e.g. posters, advertisements, webpages, videos, etc.

• Users can modify templates of multi-modal texts.

• Multimodal literacy is enhanced when students comprehend 
meaning from different modes of presentation in texts (e.g. images/ 
visuals, written texts).



3.3
Using Canva to enhance multimodal literacy - IMPLICATIONS

• Teachers do not need to ‘start from scratch’ when teaching a new text 
type.

• Templates of multi-modal texts are readily available.

• Changes can easily be made and images can be inserted.

• Co-construction with students can be done easily, and modifications 
can be done in subsequent lessons (after having saved the co-
constructed text). 



3.4 
Using Copilot to set reading comprehension questions on particular reading skills/ 
adjust the level of difficulty of reading texts to cater for learner diversity 

A reading text for 
KS2 learners

An article about 
healthy eating 

Why Healthy Eating is Super Important

Eating healthy is like giving your body the best fuel to run on. When

you eat fruits, vegetables, and grains, you get lots of vitamins and

minerals. These help you grow strong and stay active. Imagine your

body as a car; without good fuel, it won't run well!

Healthy eating also means having a balanced diet. This means eating

different kinds of food like apples, carrots, and rice. It's important to

drink enough water too. Junk food like chips and soda might taste

good, but they don't give your body what it needs to stay healthy.

Lastly, eating well can make you feel great! When you eat healthy foods,

you have more energy to play and learn. Plus, it helps you avoid getting

sick. So, remember to choose healthy snacks and meals every day. Your

body will thank you!



3.4 
Using Copilot to set reading comprehension questions on particular reading skills/ 
adjust the level of difficulty of reading texts to cater for learner diversity 
IMPLICATIONS

• Feed AI with an existing text – it will help teachers cater different learning needs by:

modifying the text

setting reading comprehension questions

• Use metalanguage when giving prompts to AI; the more detailed the better

e.g. Meaning of idiomatic expressions; implied meaning of words; interpretation of 
writer’s intention; identify sequence of events, identify main ideas and supporting 
details, etc.

(refer to the Language Progression Framework (LPF) for more)
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LPF/website/lpf/index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LPF/website/lpf/index.html


3.5
Using Magic School to help students generate writing ideas

• Idea Generator



3.5
Using Magic School to help students generate writing ideas
IMPLICATIONS

• Avoid over-reliance on AI 

e.g. direct copying from what AI generates

• AI-generated ideas can be too challenging for young learners 
e.g. Examine the connection between proper nutrition and athletic 
performance, showing how the right foods can improve strength, endurance, 
and recovery time after physical activities.

• Teachers need to play the role as mediators when leveraging AI to enhance 
development of writing skills.



3.6
Using Book Creator to exercise shared writing

• Teacher works with the whole class in a writing task.

• The whole class (including the teacher and students) writes a 
common piece of text on this e-learning platform.

• Teacher and students work together to model, explore and discuss 
the decisions that writers make in the shared writing process.



3.6 
Using Book Creator to exercise shared writing - IMPLICATIONS

• Co-construction is made possible and easy at the while-writing stage.

• Shared writing can facilitate interaction between the teacher and students. 

• Teachers can deliberately make mistakes to get students to notice target 
grammatical structures. 

• Other functions such as ‘Read to me’ can be used for audio support.

• ‘Sharing’ function enhances peer sharing.

• ‘AI Image Generator’ can be used to generate pictures, and this can be a form 
of instant feedback on students’ writing. As students revise their prompts to 
get a better image, they are encouraged to review their written work and 
write in more detail with descriptive language.



Using AI tools and strategies to enhance motivation and engagement in 
reading and writing activities

3.1 Using Magic School (Exemplar & Non-Exemplar) to enhance semantic 
knowledge 

3.2 Using TTSMP3 to enhance phonemic awareness/ enhance spelling accuracy

3.3 Using Canva to enhance multimodal literacy

3.4 Using Copilot to set reading comprehension questions on particular reading 
skills/ adjust the level of difficulty of reading texts to cater for learner 
diversity 

3.5 Using Magic School to help students generate writing ideas

3.6 Using Book Creator to exercise shared writing



Gentle reminders

Many tools introduced in this workshop are
free but sometimes commercial banners/
links may pop up. We need to be careful
when using these in the classrooms.
BEWARE!

Tools introduced just now are demonstrated using
the ‘basic account’. Users are always invited to pay
and subscribe to enjoy full access of other
advanced features. BEWARE!

On these AI tool sites, we may explore
reading their privacy and security policy. For
example, some indicate that they may share
users’ data with certain third parties for
promotion purposes. BEWARE!

Since we are planning to use these tools in
primary classrooms with young learners,
teachers and parents’ supervision is
necessary. BEWARE!



4. Holistic planning 

of the reading and 

writing curriculum



Infusing AI into a unit plan 
(Reading/Writing)

Situation

Your school is organising a ‘Healthy lifestyle’ month. Your class 
teacher is asking you to design a poster to promote healthy eating to 
your classmates.



Putting the puzzle pieces together in a reading/ writing lesson

3.1 Using Magic School (Exemplar &
Non-Exemplar) to enhance semantic
knowledge

3.4 Using Copilot to set reading 
comprehension questions on particular 
reading skills/ adjust the level of 
difficulty of reading texts to cater for 
learner diversity 

3.3 Using Canva to enhance
multimodal literacy

3.2 Using TTSMP3 to enhance 
phonemic awareness/ enhance 
spelling accuracy

3.6 Using Book Creator to exercise shared
writing

3.5 Using Magic School to help students 
generate writing ideas



An example of a unit plan 
A writing plan – Designing a poster

Procedures and activities Rationales Use of AI tools

Pre-Reading/Writing stage
Setting the scene
- Show students a short video/ brochure of 

healthy tips (e.g. do exercise, have a healthy 
eating diet, have enough sleep, etc.)

- Conduct Think-Pair-Share to invite students to 
reflect on their lifestyle 

- Activate schemata about the 
topic (i.e. a healthy lifestyle)

Introduction of writing task
- Give instructions to students about the writing 

task
- Show and get students to read examples of a 

poster
- Provide vocabulary input
- Teach the concept of countability using the 

Frayer Model

- Familiarise students with the 
textual features of a poster

- Prepare students for an 
upcoming writing task by 
providing vocabulary and 
grammar input

Use Magic School (Exemplar 
& Non-Exemplar) to enhance 
semantic knowledge
(Refer to previous slide 3.1)

Use TTSMP3 to enhance 
phonemic awareness/ 
enhance spelling accuracy
(Refer to previous slide 3.2)



A writing plan – Designing a poster

Procedures and activities Rationales Use of AI tools

While-Reading/Writing stage

- Practise writing some sentences with 
students on Book Creator

- Provide reading materials for learners to 
facilitate brainstorming of ideas

- Teacher may deliberately make mistakes 
to enhance noticing

- Show students a template of a poster 
on Canva/ Get students to read the 
poster and identify textual features 

- Invite students to co-construct a few 
sentences with the teacher as a 
demonstration on Canva 

- Give students time to complete their 
poster/ Assign writing task as 
homework if students can’t finish the 
task within class hours

- Communicate expectation 
with students (e.g. use both 
words and images in the 
poster)

- Doing shared writing with 
students can enhance 
engagement and interaction

- Acknowledge students’ 
production when their work 
is ‘published’

Use Canva to enhance multimodal 
literacy
(Refer to previous slide 3.3)

Use Copilot to set reading 
comprehension questions on particular 
reading skills/ adjust the level of 
difficulty of reading texts to cater for 
learner diversity
(Refer to previous slide 3.4)

Use Magic School to help students 
generate writing ideas
(Refer to previous slide 3.5)

Use Book Creator to exercise shared 
writing
(Refer to previous slide 3.6)



A writing plan – Designing a poster

Procedures and activities Rationales Use of AI tools

Post-Reading/Writing stage
- Use QuillBot to demonstrate how proofreading 

is done to let students focus on common 
mistakes made

- Explain to students how they may use the 
rubrics to evaluate their work

- Put students in pairs to read and revise/ share 
their poster with one another

- Teacher demonstrates 
doing proofreading to 
promote self-regulation of 
own writing 

- Promote self-directed 
learning by exercising self/ 
peer evaluation

Teacher uses QuillBot to 
demonstrate proofreading of 
student work
(Refer to previous slides)

Teacher uses Magic School to 
generate rubrics to facilitate self/ 
peer evaluation 
(Refer to previous slides)



Gentle reminder
1. Many AI platforms have multiple tools available for use. This can 

save students time switching between platforms. This can also 
make the collection of learning evidence easier for teachers.

2. The example given in the previous slides is only an example of 
how AI tools can be incorporated in a unit. Teachers are suggested 
using these tools judiciously.



More food for thought

• These are other useful AI-powered tools/ e-learning platforms…

- BigRead.ai – An adaptive reading platform

- Twee – An AI tool for teachers to create tailor-made tasks for 
students

- Diffit - An AI tool for teachers to create tailor-made tasks for 
students

- Khan Academy – Self-paced lessons and exercise available

- Duolingo – A language learning site; bite-sized lessons for 
learners 



5. Limitations of and 

concerns about the use 

of AI 



Limitations of and concerns about using AI

• We have explored some powerful AI tools that can be used in learning and 

teaching English.

• What might be some limitations of adopting AI in English learning activities 

for students?

• What are some concerns about using AI?

49



Limitations of and concerns about using AI

Regarding ethical use of AI

• For example, to what extend do we respect intellectual property right and 

data privacy?

• What are some possible risks on the Internet (e.g. biased views and 

accuracy of the data)?

• When we use AI tools in the classroom, how do we also help students 

learn to use the tools ethically and responsibly?

• How do we cultivate proper values and attitudes in using AI (e.g. avoid 

over-reliance of AI, avoid internet addiction)?

50



Limitations of and concerns about using AI

• Some possible targets that we can consider.

51“Information Literacy for Hong Kong Students” Learning Framework (2024, p.8) 



• Some possible targets that we can consider.

52“Information Literacy for Hong Kong Students” Learning Framework (2024, p.13) 

Limitations of and concerns about using AI



Some suggestions

• (1) Consider what, when and how to use AI tools 

• Careful lesson / unit planning, making professional judgement when using 

materials generated by AI 

• The choice of which AI tools to use and which not to use depends on the 

cognitive demand on students. 

• (2) Address ethical issues related to use of AI

• When AI tools are introduced to students, try to leave some time for addressing 

ethical issues (promoting reflection).

• Teachers can also use activities to teach students differentiate facts and opinions, 

encourage them to do ‘fact-check’, and teach the concept of copyright.

53

Limitations of and concerns about using AI



Limitations of and concerns about using AI

Some suggestions

• (3) Encourage students’ goal setting and self-planning (elements of self-

directed learning), and handle potential issues of over-reliance

• Students think why and how they use AI in a unit. 

• Teachers guide students to use AI tools wisely and purposefully.

• (4) Encourage students’ self-reflection

• Guided or facilitated by teachers, students can consider the affordances and 

constraints of AI.

54



6. Conclusion/ Q&A 



Concluding remarks

• AI tools are potentially helpful in enhancing students’ English learning, but teachers need to 

use these tools professionally in their teaching, or in supporting students in their learning.

• With careful planning, AI can also facilitate self-directed learning within and beyond the 

classroom.

• Putting AI and self-directed learning together also addresses some ethical considerations in 

using AI  - Students need to be aware of how best they can use these tools properly.

• The world is changing fast. The AI tools shown today are only some examples, which could 

evolve the next day to cover more (or fewer) functions. There could also be other AI tools 

that come to existence. However, the values and attitudes of using AI will always be 

important.
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